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at Princess Alexandra Hospital, Brisbane. Prior to coming to Auckland Professor 

McCarthy was jointly appointed as the inaugural Chair of Cancer Nursing, Princess 

Alexandra Hospital and School of Nursing, Queensland University of Technology. 

She has extensive practical experience in acute cancer care, which informs her 

strong international profile in cancer research. McCarthy’s research has two 

streams. The first focuses upon health promotion and risk reduction in long-term 

survivors of cancer. The second focuses on the assessment and management of the 

toxicities of acute cancer treatments, with an emphasis on the older cancer patient.  

Professor McCarthy will be speaking about interventions in cancer treatment-

related toxicity at our ASM. 
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Message from the Director 

I am delighted to see the first two participants have been enrolled on to the KISS Study, one at 

Dunedin, the other at Auckland, well done Peter Browett and Lucy Pemberton.  Middlemore and 

Christchurch will shortly be opened which is long awaited but very exciting news. More great 

news is that the recently awarded HRC study, THYmine2, has almost received full HDEC approval 

subject to one revision and will be open in Auckland at the beginning of November. 

I’d like to welcome Rebecca Hu to the team and greatly thank Stephanie Pollard for her help with 

keeping things ticking over until Rebecca started. 

You will have seen many notifications about our ASM in Auckland on 16th October, 

we have had a good response but there are a few spaces left so please contact 

Sarah using the email above if you would like to attend.  We have a high calibre of 

speakers and it promises to be a great day, we are all looking forward to it. 

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 2017 
Monday 16th October – Crowne Plaza Hotel, Auckland 

CTNZ is very pleased to introduce our guest speaker for our upcoming Annual Scientific Meeting - Professor 

Alexandra McCarthy, Head of the School of Nursing at the University of Auckland.  Professor McCarthy is a              

Co-director of the Women’s Wellness after Cancer Program at the Menzies Institute, Griffith University, she also 

holds adjunct Professor roles at Griffith University and Queensland University of Technology, and is Visiting Fellow 

To register please email Sarah Benge (s.benge@auckland.ac.nz) – free event 

We are also very excited to hear about Professor Frank Frizelle’s new concept for a study (see page 2 for more 

details) alongside  another new concept from Navin Wewala and Richard Isaacs (Palmerston North).   

mailto:s.benge@auckland.ac.nz
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We will be presenting an update on how far we have come with our Consumer Representatives (CRs) at our Annual 

Scientific Meeting and we are really pleased that most of our CRs will be joining us on the 16th.   

Since their training back in March our CRs have been working on a number of projects: our breast cancer CRs have 

helped with new funding applications; our bowel cancer CRs and Maori CRs are working on the newly funded HRC 

trial, the THYmine2 Study, and the bowel CRs will join the Trial Management Committee (TMC) in due course; our 

melanoma CRs have joined the MELVAC TMC;  our haematology CR attends the KISS Study TMCs; and our gynae CR  

will help with the PROSPER Study. 

More details will be presented at our ASM and reported in future newsletters.  

For further information about our CRs please contact Sarah: s.benge@auckland.ac.nz   

CONSUMER REPRESENTATIVES  

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC MEETING 2017 (cont’d) 

We are delighted to announce that Professor Frank Frizelle will be presenting a 

new concept for a research project, “Organ preservation in patients with 

rectal cancer”, at our upcoming ASM. 

Frank is the Professor of Colorectal Surgery at Christchurch Hospital and Editor 

in Chief of the New Zealand Medical Journal.  He is also Head of Department 

for the Department of Surgery, University of Otago, Christchurch.  

Professor Frank Frizelle 

“Organ preservation in patients with rectal cancer” 

PLEASE FIND A COPY OF OUR 
PROGRAMME ATTACHED 

VENUE: 
Crowne Plaza Auckland 
                 128 Albert Street, Auckland 

mailto:CTNZ%20has%20recruited%208%20Consumer%20Representatives%20(CR)%20with%20experience%20of,%20or%20caring%20for%20loved%20ones%20with,%20breast,%20bowel,%20melanoma,%20haematological%20and%20gynaecological%20cancers.%20Within%20the%20CR%20group,%203%20are
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MELVAC  

The Phase II study has 25 participants consented, 6 ongoing and 19 completed.  All vaccinations have gone smoothly to date.  

The team is currently preparing the 6 monthly DMC report for the next meeting in October. More patients have expressed 

interest in joining the study. Unfortunately funding for the trial will be exhausted by June 2018. This leads to early closure of 

the trial with enrolment of the last patient by 31 January 2018.  As for the MELVAC Phase I, this has been accepted for 

publication in Cancer Immunology and Immunotherapy.  For further information please contact Rebecca: r.hu@auckland.ac.nz 

THYmine2 

The study is pending final ethics approval which should come in the next two weeks. We are in contact with the Auckland 

Regional Cancer and Blood Centre to set up the study there.  We are aiming to open for recruitment at the beginning of 

November and the target is to enrol 200 patients over a 26 month period. These patients will have gastrointestinal or 

metastatic breast cancer for whom the use of a schedule containing fluoropyrimidine (Capecitibine or 5-FU) is planned as a 

monotherapy or in combination. For further information please contact Rebecca: r.hu@auckland.ac.nz 

KISS  

We are pleased to confirm that recruitment is now underway for the KISS Study. To date 2 patients have been enrolled, one at 

Auckland City Hospital and one at Dunedin Hospital, which opened in August.   We anticipate site initiation visits to take place 

at Middlemore Hospital and Christchurch Hospital over the next month.  Study set-up is also underway at Palmerston North 

Hospital, with more sites expected to follow.  For further information, please contact Lindsey: l.wylde@auckland.ac.nz 

MAGLEV 

The final report has been submitted to the funders (Health Research Council, Breast Cancer Foundation NZ and Lottery Health 

Research) showing that a larger trial is definitely feasible.  Patients will shortly receive copies of the results and which 

treatment they were randomised to.  Our Breast Cancer Consumer Representatives, Ros Day and Emma Crowley, will help with 

the content of these documents. An expression of interest has gone into the Health Research Council’s 2018 project round for 

the full study to be carried out at all cancer centres.  For further information, please contact Sarah : s.benge@auckland.ac.nz 

INSIGHT 

The first part of this project looking at how to improve access to trials across New Zealand is now complete. We have now had 

just under 700 responses from patients across the country and over 100 responses from members of research teams. We 

appreciate the support we have received nationwide and we are excited to present the results of the patient survey at NZSO in 

October. For further information, please contact Michelle : MiWilson@adhb.govt.nz  

PROSPER 

This project introducing genomics to clinic is recruiting well with over 25 patients recruited. We are about to start the analysis 

of the tumour samples and hope to have preliminary data over the next few months. Feedback from patients has been fantastic 

and we look forward to seeing the results unfold. For further information, please contact Michelle : MiWilson@adhb.govt.nz  

NETwork! Registry 

Over 3000 cases have been entered into the registry and data cleaning is complete.  The data will be presented at AGITG in 

Cairns and NZSO in Auckland. We are also working on the preparation of further publications. For more information, please 

contact Kate : kate.parker@auckland.ac.nz  

SOLD 

The final analysis for the SOLD trial continues. NZ sites have responded to all queries and requests for data to date. Follow-up 

continues in accordance with the trial schedule. For further information, please contact Jade: j.scott@auckland.ac.nz 

CURRENT TRIALS and STUDIES 

CTNZ Newsletter Issue 32, September 2017   
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STAFF UPDATE 
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Rebecca graduated from the University of Auckland with a Bachelors in 

Biomedical Science and Ph.D in Vision Science. After spending three years as a 

researcher and senior teaching fellow in the university, she joined CoDa 

Therapeutics Inc. to support their clinical trials and research portfolio in wound 

healing. She was also involved in market evaluation and supported regulatory 

applications, patents and fundraising. From there she moved to Singapore and 

worked at the LKC School of Medicine jointly established with Imperial College 

London. After returning to New Zealand in 2015, she took up the role as Study 

Coordinator at Auckland Clinical Studies where she managed over 20 clinical 

trials in healthy volunteers and hepatitis patients. She joined CTNZ in August 

2017 and is managing the MELVAC Study and our new THYmine2 Study. 

Welcome to Rebecca - our new Trials Manager 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

AGITG 2017 Meeting: 4th- 6th Oct 2017, Cairns, Australia  

Breast Cancer Summit: 13th Oct 2017, Auckland 

NZ Society for Oncology: 14th-15th Oct 2017, Auckland  

CTNZ Annual Scientific Meeting: 16th Oct 2017, Auckland 

Email Address: 

e.robjohns@auckland.ac.nz 

Direct dial: +64 9 923 4295 

Fax: +64 9 373 7927 

With thanks to  

the Cancer Society 

 Auckland and Northland 

NZ Breast Cancer Symposium: 12-14th Nov 2017, Auckland 

COSA Annual Meeting: 13th-15th Nov 2017, Sydney, Australia  

ESMO Asia 2017 Congress: 17th-19th Nov 2017, Singapore  

2018 ASCO Annual Meeting: 1-5th Jun 2018, Chicago, USA 

FUNDRAISING AWARENESS 

Auckland Event—7th Oct 

Christchurch event—28th Oct 

Wellington Event—11th Nov 

For more info click on 

www.pinkstarwalk.co.nz 

 

Contact: Emma Robjohns 

CTNZ - Discipline of Oncology 

Faculty of Medical & Health Sciences 

The University of Auckland 

 

Physical Address:  

Level 1, Building 505 

85 Park Road, Grafton,  

Auckland, 1023 

Register at www.walkingstars.org.nz/ 

https://pinkstarwalk.co.nz/
http://www.walkingstars.org.nz/

