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Success in this year’s HRC funding round 

Message from the Research Operations Manager 

With Mike away at the moment I would like to take the opportunity to do the message for this edition. 

We have lots of exciting news in this newsletter, most importantly the success in the latest HRC funding round for 

Nuala Helsby, THYMINE2 is another trial for CTNZ to manage— well done Nuala!   

Our ASM date has been set, Monday 16th October in Auckland.  We are again partnering with NZSO, a huge thank 

you to their President and conference organising team, we are very grateful for their continuing support. 

A few weeks ago we launched our new website (page 3),  please take some time to have a look. 

Sadly we are saying farewell to two members of staff who have been with CTNZ for a number of 

years, Vicki Hinder, our Biostatistician of almost ten years and Monica McCusker, a Trial Manager 

for over four years.  We are very sad to see them go, both are going back to their homeland in 

the UK and we wish them all the best with their new ventures.  With goodbyes also come hellos, 

so we would like to warmly welcome Ying Huang as our new Biostatistician and to Stephanie 

Pollard who is kindly filling in as a Trials Manager for the time being. 

“Can pre-screening reduce the risk of life-threatening fluoropyrimidine toxicity?“  

Thymine2 study 
CTNZ would like to extend its very warmest congratulations to Associate Professor Nuala Helsby and her team for 

being awarded over $1M to fund the THYMINE2 Study, which will continue in the footsteps of its smaller 

counterpart the THYMINE Study currently coming to a close.  THYMINE2 is an observational study exploring the 

performance of a thymine urine test to prospectively categorise patients who cannot tolerate fluoropyrimidine 

treatment .   

 

The Health Research Strategy 

for New Zealand was 

released on 22  June 2017—

please click here for the link 

The study will recruit 200 patients over a 26 month 

period from the Auckland Regional Cancer and Blood 

Centre.  These patients will have gastro-intestinal or 

breast cancer for whom the use of a schedule 

containing fluoropyrimidine (Capecitibine or 5FU) is 

planned as a monotherapy or in combination.   

CTNZ is managing this exciting study and the planned 

start date is later this year.  We will bring you regular 

updates as the study progresses. 

http://www.health.govt.nz/publication/new-zealand-health-research-strategy-2017-2027
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CTNZ has recruited eight Consumer Representatives (CRs) with experience of, or caring for loved ones with, breast, 

bowel, melanoma, haematological and gynaecological cancers. Within the CR group, three are from Māori and/or 

Pasifika background and will inform cultural perspectives of CTNZ research projects. In March we ran a CR training 

day with an introduction to clinical trials and CTNZ.  Trial Managers (TMs) will provide study-specific training to 

support CRs to provide input to grants, HDEC applications, final report lay summaries, patient information sheets 

and assisting with recruitment issues.  TMs and Moira Broughton (CR Mentor) will support the CRs throughout 

their involvement in the research projects.  For further information please contact Sarah: s.benge@auckland.ac.nz   

ANNUAL SCIENTIFIC  

MEETING 2017 
Our Annual Scientific Meeting this year will be held on Monday 16th October.  We are very fortunate to once again 

be attached to the New Zealand Society for Oncology’s conference which takes place on the weekend of the 14th 

and 15th October.  For 2017 we will be in Auckland at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. 

The programme will be circulated shortly and will follow our usual format with invited speakers, those returning 

from working overseas, new research ideas and those in early development.  We will gives updates on CTNZ 

activity and hear about our new Consumer Representatives. 

If you would like to attend please let our administrator Emma know by emailing her on e.robjohns@auckland.ac.nz. 

We do not charge for attendance but we need to know numbers for catering purposes. 

CONSUMER REPRESENTATIVES  

mailto:CTNZ%20has%20recruited%208%20Consumer%20Representatives%20(CR)%20with%20experience%20of,%20or%20caring%20for%20loved%20ones%20with,%20breast,%20bowel,%20melanoma,%20haematological%20and%20gynaecological%20cancers.%20Within%20the%20CR%20group,%203%20are
mailto:e.robjohns@auckland.ac.nz
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CTNZ NEWS 

Mortality within 30 days of systemic anti-cancer therapy at a tertiary cancer 

centre: assessing the safety and quality of clinical care  

Determining the percentage of patients dying with 30-days systemic anticancer therapies has been 

proposed to be a useful indicator of avoidable harm to patients. We investigated this at Auckland Hospital as a 

quality initiative for patient care. The results of our audit demonstrated our local 30-day mortality data compares 

favourably to international benchmarks of 5%. This has resulted in recommendations within our centre to continue 

to raise the quality of patient care. This highlights the value of collecting data beyond clinical trials to better 

understand the patients managed in our daily practice.  Performance of similar studies locally and nationally will 

help us to continue to assess and improve the quality of our patient care.  The full results of our study have been 

accepted for publication in the New Zealand Medical Journal. (Michelle Wilson et al) 

Please visit our new website 

www.cancertrialsnz.ac.nz 

We have been focussing on the marketing of CTNZ 

over the last few months. Our website has been 

revamped and we have a great new flyer (copies 

available on request). 

file:///C:/Users/sben570/Documents/_gsdata_
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MELVAC 

The MELVAC Phase II Study has 21 participants consented, 6 ongoing and 15 completed.  All vaccinations have gone 

smoothly to date. An interim analysis is planned for November 2017 on data from half the planned participants (20). Our 

two Melanoma Consumer Representatives, Sarah Speight and Tania Ohlson are being trained in the study details so they are 

in a position to work alongside the trial team as required. For further information about MELVAC please contact Sarah: 

s.benge@auckland.ac.nz 

SIRFLOX and FOXFIREGlobal 

The results of the combined overall survival analysis, using data from the SIRFLOX, FOXFIRE and FOXFIREGlobal studies, were 
presented in June at this year’s ASCO Annual Scientific Meeting.  The results can be viewed here.  For further information, 
please contact Lindsey: l.wylde@auckland.ac.nz 

KISS  

To date five sites (Auckland, Middlemore, Palmerston North,  Christchurch and Dunedin) have confirmed their involvement 

in the study, with more expected to follow.  The first site initiation visit took place at Auckland City Hospital this week and 

we anticipate that the Dunedin site will open in August.  For further information, please contact Lindsey: 

l.wylde@auckland.ac.nz 

MAGLEV 

Data have been cleaned and analysed for this feasibility study. The final report will be submitted to the funders (Health 

Research Council, NZ Breast Cancer Foundation and Lottery Health Research) at the end of June and will show that doing a 

larger trial will definitely be feasible.  Patients will shortly receive copies of the results and which treatment they were 

randomised to.  Our Breast Cancer Consumer Representatives, Ros Day and Emma Crowley, will help with the content of 

these documents. The MagLev Study Management Group are submitting a funding application to the Health Research 

Council’s 2018 project round for the full study that will be carried out at all cancer centres across New Zealand.  For further 

information, please contact Sarah : s.benge@auckland.ac.nz 

INSIGHT 

This project is looking at how to improve access to trials across New Zealand. We have now had over 600 responses from 

patients across the country and close to 100 from members of research teams. We appreciate the support we have received 

nationwide and we are excited to see what this project finds. We are planning to analyse the results over the next couple of 

months. For further information, please contact Michelle : MiWilson@adhb.govt.nz  

PROSPER 

This project which is introducing genomics to clinic, is recruiting well with 23 patients recruited since last November. We are 

about to start the analysis of the tumour samples and hope to have preliminary data over the next few months. The 

feedback from patients has been fantastic and we look forward to seeing the results unfold. For further information, please 

contact Michelle : MiWilson@adhb.govt.nz  

NETwork! Registry 

Over 3000 cases have been entered in the registry and data cleaning is well underway. We are working on the preparation 

of the first publications. For further information, please contact Kate : kate.parker@auckland.ac.nz  

SOLD 

The final analysis for the SOLD Trial is currently in progress. NZ sites completed all data capture for the analysis. Follow-up 

continues in accordance with the trial schedule. For further information, please contact Jade: j.scott@auckland.ac.nz 

CURRENT TRIALS and STUDIES 

CTNZ Newsletter Issue 31, June 2017   

mailto:s.benge@auckland.ac.nz
http://abstracts.asco.org/199/AbstView_199_184921.html
mailto:l.wylde@auckland.ac.nz
mailto:l.wylde@auckland.ac.nz
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STAFF UPDATE 

We have two very sad goodbyes to announce in this newsletter.  We are saying ‘cheerio’ to  

Vicki and Monica, both are going back to the UK after several years with us at CTNZ. 

Vicki has been with us for almost ten years in her role as our biostatistician.  She has 

worked on many different projects, too numerous to list and with many different people.   

Vicki has also been instrumental in developing the data management side of CTNZ and 

thanks to her she is leaving us in great shape.  We have all learnt such a lot from Vicki and 

we will miss her calm and practical approach to everything. 

Monica joined us in January 2013 to work on the SIRTEX studies, SOLD and then MELVAC.   

Over the last 18 months Monica has also developed and trained the Consumer 

Representatives Group, she is leaving them on a very solid foundation as they start to get 

more involved with our various trials.  We  thank her very much for all her support and 

enthusiasm that she brought to the team. 

They will both be greatly missed but we wish them all the best in their new ventures, 

whatever those turn out to be!  

We’ll no doubt see them again when they visit New Zealand—we know they won’t be able 

to stay away for ever.  
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Goodbye! 

Welcome to Ying Huang, CTNZ’s new biostatistician. Ying has been working as a 

biostatistician in the section of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the University of Auckland 

since she completed a MSc in medical statistics in 2014. Her main role has been to  provide 

statistical advice on research design, data analysis and interpretation of results to staff and 

postgraduate students within the Faculty of Medical and Health Sciences. Before becoming 

a biostatistician, Ying was a surgical nurse at Middlemore Hospital for six years.  Ying will be 

taking over all of the trials and studies that Vicki was working on and any new ones that 

come along. 

With ‘Goodbyes’ also come ‘Welcomes’ 

We are very happy to say ‘welcome back’ to Stephanie Pollard as she kindly 

offered to help out with the MELVAC Study until our new Trials Manager is in 

post.  We eagerly snapped up her offer!  Stephanie will also be helping out 

with the initial setting up of the new THYMINE2 Study. 

...and welcome back 
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With thanks to  

the Cancer Society 

 Auckland and Northland 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Contact: Emma Robjohns 

CTNZ - Discipline of Oncology 

Faculty of Medical & Health Sciences 

The University of Auckland 
 

Physical Address:  

Level 1, Building 505 

85 Park Road, Grafton,  

Auckland, 1023 
 

Email Address: 

e.robjohns@auckland.ac.nz 
 

Direct dial: +64 9 923 4295 

Fax: +64 9 373 7927 

NZACRes Annual Meeting: 17th- 18th August 2017, Auckland 

ESMO 2017 Congress: 8th- 12th September 2017, Madrid, Spain  

AGITG 2017 Annual Meeting: 4th- 6th October 2017, Cairns, Australia  

New Zealand Society for Oncology Conference: 14th-15th October 2017, Auckland  

CTNZ Annual Scientific Meeting: 16th October 2017, Auckland 

COSA 2017 Annual Meeting: 13th-15th November 2017, Sydney, Australia  

ESMO Asia 2017 Congress: 17th-20th November 2017, Singapore  

FUNDRAISING AWARENESS 
 

 

 

Auckland Event—7th October 

Christchurch event—28th October 

Wellington Event—11th November 

For more info click on www.pinkstarwalk.co.nz 
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Friday 25th August — Auckland Register at www.walkingstars.org.nz/ 

 

https://pinkstarwalk.co.nz/
http://www.walkingstars.org.nz/

